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young widow raises 45 orphans as her own children in Gwangju, Korea,
Park Soon le had been raised on the Presbyterian mission
compound in Gwangiu, Her mother, Mrs. Park Ae Sin was a
seamstress for two missionary families: Dr. Robert Manton & Bess
Wilson (1921-1926) and Rev. Robert & Maie Knox (1926—1940). She
was an accomplished pianist, and married Saing—Ok Kim in 1944,
an accomplished singer and a music teacher in the Mokpo Middle

ukzol(1948W7)  School, He later taught at the Soonchun Girls' Middle School,

He was executed during the 1948 Soonchun—Yosu cultural clash

between democracy and communist factions in 1948, After her husband was killed,

Mrs. Park Soon le, now a young Korean widow with two children prayed, "What am
I to do, Lord?"

A missionary family was returning to the U.S. in 1948 and invited her to go with
them, She prayed many days for the Lord to show her what to do, The Lord did: help
the abandoned, starving, and diseased children on the streets of Gwangju. Nearly
all Presbyterian missionaries left Korea when the Korean War broke out, Mrs, Park
continued the rescue and care for children before, during and after that war, By 1952
her children were the beginning of the Choong Hyun Babies' Home at the Presbyterian
mission compound in Gwangju, After the Armistice in July 1953 the missionaries
returned, and by 1955 she had 120 newborn—to—age—five children she was caring for,
She realized she had reached her limit, but said at their baptism that she would raise
them all as her own children and to be followers of Jesus Christ, How could she care for
120 children and more by herself? She needed a miracle, Before and after the Korean
War, the missionaries assisted her with medical and dental care, funds, food, clothing,
gifts, and by demonstrating the love of Jesus. During and after the Korean War the U.S,
military assisted her with food, clothing, medicine, funds, presents, visits filled with
love and laughter, and Christmas and Easter parties.

U.S. men and women in the military had to be taught to use a gun to kill another
person, They did not have to be taught how to give comfort and aid to a lonely,
starving, dying, diseased child, The Christian ethic of "Whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me." (Matthew 25:40, NIV)
is pervasive in U.S, culture, U.S. military rescued over 10,000 children and were
supporting 80% of the 50,935 children in 429 approved orphanages in June 1954,




The six missionary families who supported her and
her children were Dr, Robert Manton & Bess Wilson,
Dr. Herb & Page Codington, Rev. Bruce & Virginia
Cumming, Rev. Robert & Maie Knox, Miss Florence
Root and Dr. Dick & Ruth Nieusma, She learned
from them what to do as a Christian, She raised
happy children in her orphanage. Missionary Virginia
Cumming wrote, “We heard the laughter of angels all
the time.”

As Korea became more developed, Mrs, Park Soon Ie

with foreseeing intelligence shifted from orphanage

to prevention of children being abandoned, There she

started a child consultation center, a shelter for runaway youth, a day care center,
and a hospital for all orphages in Gwangju and Jeolla—do.

In 1979, Mrs. Park Soon le wrote, "The Korean War orphans. .. suffered both from
mental anguish and physical pain. I am a woman, a widow, and I am weak, This
work was beyond my endurance, '"However, I developed over the past 31 years this
multifaceted welfare work based on the teaching by Jesus in John 12:24, "Unless a
kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed, But if
it dies, it produces many seeds,"

Mrs, Park Soon Ie passed away on February 1, 1995, Her daughter—in—law, Rev. HaeRyang
Yoo Kim, succeeded her as Executive Director of the Choong Hyun Babies' Home,

dhofj 41(1958d)
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Presbyterian missionaries support Park Soon Ie to raise 45 orphans,
FHE ofoln TRy weo] Aol BHl 4589] WolES vF FRa HuAEe] B8,

With the assistance of Rev, John V., Moore, retired missionary to
Korea, Rev. HaeRyang Yoo Kim, Executive Director of the Choong
Hyun Babies' Home, Gwangju, Korea, discovered in June 2005 at
the Presbyterian Historical Foundation, Montreat, North Carolina,
that those who helped Mrs. Park Soon le to raise her 45 orphans on

the Presbyterian mission compound in Gwangju were these six

missionaries.
SHT B HIAE V. Fof Bate] 208 Y U A SHF BAb w22
gl b BEEA ] G AR A AekolA Hzo] 440 4519 TobEE 7|2ty

=

6782] ALAES Hopigret,

filo
HN
f

Robert Manton Wilson, M.D. (missionary years 1905 ~1948), began
to care for crippled orphans and lepers in 1909 in Gwangju. Mrs,
Park Ae Sin, Park Soon le's mother, was a seamstress for the Wilson
Family until 1926, when Dr. Wilson moved to develop a leper colony
between Soonchun and Yosu, where the lepers found solace, faith in

Jesus Christ, and a cure,

A BRAH o oFES USRS B AU, o 4 olriu ol
19269 VL&A LSS MRS woul ebgat ool a Wee e 5 gk

FEAS Aoei ol o) 7H B AHEe Wmyt

His house in Gwangju was the first home for Mrs, Park Soon le's 45 children from
1950~1955. He and his wife, Bess (Knox) Wilson, had seven children: Elizabeth,
James, Mary Stuart, Robert, John, Edwin and Joseph.,
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Rev. Robert Knox (1906~1952), an evangelist, hired Park Soon
le's mother, Mrs. Park Ae Sin, in 1926 to work with him, his
wife, Maie (Borden) Knox, and their daughter, Betty Virginia,
ZHE A (g8 )EA= AEASYTE (1906~1952) 1926W 1
L 719] oy o] (E) 20k 710] T wlg Mx|YobS E9-eha v}
S0l 440 ofufU] Wl AINE A HHYTE

Herbert Augustus Codington Jr, M.D. (1947~1974), came
to Gwangju to cure those with tuberculosis, He directed the
Gwangju Christian Hospital and is revered today for his
compassionate care to any Korean in need, He came to Mrs,
Park Soon le's Choong Hyun Babies' Home twice a week to
provide medical care for her children: He and his wife, Mary
Littlepage 'Page’ (Lancaster) Codington had six children: Herbert, Julie, Mary Page,
David, Lewis and Philip.
SIHE ofoqtARA ZHYH U o] AuAk (8R) (1947~1974)= AHSAE A 7517] 98]
Bzo] eyt 15 759 Yo K wgol Wad 6}% 5L AH3] ERSUT
e 2597 4S5 2 syt e dFdd + ¥, ofdolEY A&E fs 53
A& Pedsuh 20 19 oh HE 2lE #H|olR] "Ho|A]" 7HE ¥ oAk FHE, E¢, g

gofA], glojr|=, Fol&, HY o]FH oA ofolaE FUFU.
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Rev. Bruce Cumming (1925~1958) was an evangelist, who
planted churches and trained Korean pastors and laity, His
wife, Virginia (Kerr) Cumming, R.N., was a hospital nurse
and conducted village clinics, She wrote the story in 1953 of
Mrs. Park Soon le's saving the lives of the street children
in Gwangju and of her vow at their baptism to raise them as Christians, Her son was
James Kerr, and their daughters are Virginia and Mary Bruce,
HaA AT (okzh) HAF (1925~1958)&= w3|E AL k=<l ARSI} Eﬂ/\Jl:-—
o A=ARSUT 19 offf HMAIYol A (H ol AH)S A= v
isrieh. 2k 19539 SOl 300N WA ofol5el FERTE -fsm
& 7|E@AOR 7| 9ATHE BAE Fgol Tt ool Ee HaTh 15
1 el ol WAL, W2l Bk . 8E BkaL)

i

1 Jo b

o o= 1
e
o,

4z 3o km




N

Virginia wrote of Mrs., Park Soon le "She took care of those children throughout
many a night, These children were never a problem for the missionaries in their
work, We heard the laughter of angels all the time." She raised happy children,

HA| o} Ak uhgo] Aol ol ket ol WG “Iuk SHE 1 oo 52
EHetol8, AWARES A olol55 FEae|gshA] Atz ¢ Y I S 25

4212 52 5 A9y

Florence Root (1925~1978) a 1914 graduate of Smith College.

was an evangelist and educator, who rode horseback into the

mountain villages to share the Gospel. She had been Principal

of the Speer Girls' High School, Mrs, Park Soon le valued the

older youth from Speer Girls' High School sent to her by Miss

Root when she was the principal. She is esteemed for being the

only missionary who refused to leave Korea during the Korean

War, She was taken to the mountains and hidden by Christian friends for 76 days
until UN forces re—secured Gwangju.

1914 AmAdiel A0 Z2HAA RE (F3H]) olAF (1925~1978)+= aLSAFo]&F A=A
FsUth IYe A T vl Be Asty w2 Bl 21 Ak syt B e
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She and Virginia Cumming led the effort to raise funds for the first permanent
residence for Choong Hyun Babies Home, She frequently visited with the children
in their home, often with gifts and always with Bible stories to keep them
enthralled, In retirement she led Bible studies beyond her 100th birthday.

FE oAle} A Yo A oAtz SEY BAS Yol Aae Rosd s FE
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Dick Nieusma, D.D.S. (1930~2018) provided compassionate
and diligent dental care to the orphans of Choong Hyun Babies
Home, He and his wife, Ruth, have two children: Paul and
Mary, Dr, and Mrs, Nieusma, now retired in Grand Rapids,
Michigan, Dr, Dick Nieusma learned Korean from Park Soon Ie,

Choonghyun Babies’ Home Memorial Inc._ 20 | 21



YA AAUEF Y LHE T3 A (ki)

g frant (§20) ATOAH1963~1984) FEAL) Mol NHskn A ARS
sl ok o] ohf £k Eat he] S RekgUeh g AR
o upgo] A0 ERE T WS HGU

According to Dr, Detrick, the director of the former Ellen Levine Graham Hospital,
or Graham Memorial Tuberculosis Hospital now often referred to as the Gwangju
Christian Hospital, there were two nurses dedicated to care for the orphans. Astrid
Kraakenes from the Norwegian and Miss Juanita Coyer appointed by the Southern
Presbyterian Board of World Missions were much concerned for the little ones,
FF715H Y9 o o]& Ellen Levine Graham Memorial Hospital(Z#3 7199 <)<
Dr. Herb Codington (23]H){% o]% 1§ -2 29 FH9 39AF2l Dr. Ron Dietrick(©]
HA)olA & ol (20099 54 2%9)ell ot Lo} ofo]F oA wj-¢- FAA|UH F
O AuAL & AAA R 2 ol|A AHE TFoAL Astrid Kraakenes®?t =290] 7FEA}
Miss Juanita Coyere 1ol52 &% HAHLS & AuAE 2o SETL gy,

Mrs, Park Soon le learned what to do as a
Christian through the witness and influence of
these six missionary families, She said in 1979,
'T am doing this work in answer to God's call on
my life, hoping to give these children hope and
dreams until the last minute of my life." She
fulfilled her words until 1995 when she changed
her residency from earth to heaven,

g S o] oAl A 7H5E9 YR 7suele =i o5 IS5y 1979¢ 1
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U.S. missionaries encouraged the people and leaders of Korea during the difficult 36
year period of Japanese occupation (1910~1945), and after 1945 these missionaries
continued to help lay a spiritual medical and educational foundation that has allowed
Korea to become one of the leading nations of the world,

n=0] AuwARES 369 UAl A 7|17t B¢t e A=A FHlEolA IS 4o
FAFUTH 19459 FE o|Foe AuAE A&ste] 4, ooy, ngHoR E5g
FAEUE 0|59 =& 999 3= AAE olFo7te Uk E & IlEU

Korea is one of the strongest Christian nations in Asia today. Western medicine

brought a cure for leprosy and tuberculosis, They introduced the idea of educating all
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children — not just the aristocratic boys — of Korea, schools for girls and boys were
begun in the 1890s. In Gwangiu they were established in 1908,

H3] o]F 59 fha A% A%k Ut Holssynh A YrQle] Eeor Ayt
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Choong Hyun Babies' Home in Gwangju plans to create a museum to tell the story
of the U,S. military and missionary compassion for orphans during and after the
Korean War, Guest housing was constructed for Korean orphans from around the
world to help them to be reconnected to their cultural roots,

B TUEE vEY AuAREe] 6.25 AR doksS fl8l Wt Alde 7dste BEd
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Their wish is to have veterans and missionaries' families to kindly donate their
precious artifacts from before, during and after the Korean War, Rev, HaeRyang
Yoo Kim said, we would display them with care and remember the love of people
who gave God's love of humanity for the next generation,
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A large percentage of the 200,000 Korean War orphans were adopted by American
families after the 1953 Armistice, 500,000 Korean children died — from disease,
malnutrition or aggression — during the Korean War,

6.25 A Foll= 505 9] gty ofglolEo] A, 7]of, o g 8 F3& FREUH
19539+ @7 o]% 208t Lop59] o] ul=lof Al P ASU

The U.S. military throughout Korea saved the lives of over 10,000 orphans during
the Korean War, Their financial support of food, clothing, blankets, medicines
and school supplies were sustaining another 40,000 of the 50,936 children in 429
approved orphanages throughout the Republic of Korea in June 1954, Rev. Bruce
Cumming was a chaplain to P.O.W.s during the Korean War,
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Sorrowful, Yet Always Rejoicing; Poor, Yet Making
Many Rich; Having Nothing, And Yet Possessing
Everything,

(2 Corinthians 6:10, NIV)
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